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March 18, 2021 

 

Honorable Pete Buttigieg, U.S. Secretary of Transportation 

U.S. Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 

Washington, DC 20590 

 

 

Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 

 

The program of investments outlined in the North Carolina Department of Transportation’s (NCDOT’s) 
Future I-87 Resiliency, Innovation, Safety, Economy Project (the “Future I-87 RISE Project” or “the Project” 

hereafter) application to the U.S. Department of Transportation’s INFRA Program offers an opportunity for 

eastern North Carolina to “Build Back Better.” 

 

The Regional Transportation Alliance – the voice of the regional business community on mobility in the 

extended Research Triangle region, representing 25 chambers of commerce in central and eastern North 

Carolina – strongly supports this innovative, cost-effective Project.   

 

The Future I-87 RISE Project will improve freight mobility and rural access by providing an interstate 

highway connection between the Port of Virginia, CSX’s new Carolina Connector (CCX) Intermodal Rail 

Terminal, and our state capital of Raleigh, while supporting regional and national economic vitality, 

resiliency, and environmental justice. By strategically upgrading the Future I-87 corridor, the project will 

also provide much needed investment to fortify an underserved, rural region of North Carolina. 
 

The Project will improve 179 miles of US 64 and US 17 to interstate standards – providing a dramatic 

expansion of existing I-87 in North Carolina – while offering rural residents a safer and faster travel option 

to access the metropolitan Raleigh job market. The corridor will also ensure that I-87 and adjacent 

portions of US 64 function optimally during weather emergencies as evacuation routes. 

 

Project Improvements along the future I-87 corridor will capitalize on the $270M investment in the 

Carolina Connector Intermodal Rail Terminal (CCX) by strengthening the highway connections between 

Raleigh, CCX, the I-95 corridor, and the Port of Virginia. It is projected that CCX will increase access to 

national and global markets for North Carolina businesses and increase the efficiency of commerce. 

 

The Project will install fiber optic cable along the entire length of the future I-87 corridor, enabling NCDOT 

to implement state-of-the-art wind and flood monitoring, traveler information signs, and an integrated 

corridor management system to manage mobility in a coordinated manner with I-95 and U.S. 70 

(future I-42) where fiber is already being installed. These investments will help prepare for future 

implementation of autonomous vehicles, and enhance post-pandemic rural broadband capability. 

 
For these and other reasons, we urge you to support the Future I-87 Resiliency, Innovation, Safety, 

Economy Project and NCDOT’s application for federal INFRA funding to accelerate its construction. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Joe Milazzo II, PE  

Executive Director, Regional Transportation Alliance 

  


